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Members of the Mayo family—both men and 

women—who owned the woolen mill in the center 

of town, often supported by financial means many 

civic enterprises that made the separate towns and 

then the united one of Dover-Foxcroft, a better 

place to live. Some examples would be paying for 

the renovation and enlargement of the Academy in 

1905; building the steeple of the Congregational 

church and adding the clock which was a gift to the 

town; erecting the chapel at the same church; and 

donating a home to the town for a hospital. 

So, it was only doing what his ancestors had always 

done when Col. Edward J. Mayo and his wife said they 

would build a new wooden grandstand at the 

fairgrounds.  Soon after the stand was completed, 

this bronze tablet, or plaque was attached to the 

outside of the building: 

Presented to the town of Dover-

Foxcroft, Maine, by 

Col. and Mrs. Edward J. Mayo 

in memory of their son  

George E. Mayo, August 7, 1923. 

 

What was presented ? Why and where? Who were 

the Colonel and his wife? Why in his memory? 

And the special date? At first it appears the Mayos 

are doing the presenting, but in reality, it was a 

group of town citizens who felt a plaque should be 

given to the Colonel and his wife for the gift of the 

new grandstand. And the year of 1923 was the date 

of the dedication and not the death date of George 

Mayo. 

                                      (Continues on page 6) 
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Our Annual Attic Sale 
June 12, 2010 

 
The Best Ever! 

 
We’re pleased to report that this year the 
proceeds from the Attic Sale were over $1700.  
Thanks to our chairperson, Sylvia Dean, for 
exceeding our goals! 
 

We started collecting items shortly after last 
year’s sale and, generously, Sylvia and David 
Dean store them in their barn.  Just before the 
sale we sort and price the items.  This year we 
held the sale at Central Hall as the Fire Station 
was torn up putting in a new floor.  It worked 
out well and got people to come in to the Hall 
and see the wonderful building. 
 
Thanks goes out to all who helped and to 
those generous folks who donated items and 
to the shoppers. 
 
Those working very hard to make it come 
together and who deserve a round of applause 
were:  Sylvia and David Dean, Edie Hussey, 
Carlson and Carolyn Williams, Steve and Ellen 
Rainsford, Sharon Phillips, Tim and Susan 
Burleigh, Chris and Karen Maas, Sean 
LeTarte, Dave Lockwood, Dennis Lyford, Paul 
Davis – Auctioneer, Kevin, Jim and Mary 
Annis. 

---------------- 

Summer Melody 
By Anna Shaw Buck 

(Dover-Foxcroft) 
 
Oh, you that seek the long ago, 
Sing not dark melodies of sadness,  
But search the woods for themes of joy 
That echo long-forgotten gladness. 
 
Awake at dawn to hear the rapture 
Of song-birds winging joy on high; 
Then wander where a brook’s gay laughter 
Recalls bright childhood years gone by; 
 
Or hearken when clear waters falling 
Sing chants to mossy rocks below, 
Where forest trees, which softly murmur, 
Breathe lullabies of long ago. 
 
Oh, listen not to melodies 
That rend the heart with notes of sadness,  
But search the woods for themes of joy,  
On wings of gladness. 
 
From, “On Wings of Song”, Banner Press, 
Atlanta, 1935 

 

mailto:chrism@roadrunner.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/~medfhs
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Friends of Central Hall 

UPDATE 
 

By Mary Annis 
Thanks to the generosity of over 250 people, the 

FOCH (Friends of Central Hall) made their goal, 

allowing the group to pay the expenses of the building 

for the next year.  This will keep the building from 

being a burden to the taxpayer and will give the FOCH 

a chance to search for grant money to make 

renovations. 

 

Our Open House at the Hall on March 6 was a great 

success.  Several hundred interested people came and 

shared memories.  Our presentation to the Board of 

Selectmen on March 26 went very well and we were 

given their blessing to forge ahead with our plans. 

 
 

 

Since that time FOCH has been meeting on a regular basis.  We have received estimates for the 

work which needs and could be done to the building, have prioritized the work, and, most 

important, we are devising a business plan which would allow the building to become a self-

sustaining entity in the future.  All of these goals are needed to be put in place before the grant 

process begins. Upstairs the hall proper would be used as an event center. We have several 

options under consideration at the moment for the first floor.  The Hall was used for several 

events already – the YMCA held a dance recital, the Center Theatre rehearsed a play (and 

rehearsing another) and built scenery, we were open for the Whoopie Pie Festival, our the Attic 

Sale was held there and for the town’s homecoming we had a very successful ice-cream social. 

 

Thanks to the Piscataquis County Economic Development Council, we recently received the 

results of an environmental survey of the building. We were very pleased to find that there is 

very little asbestos in the building.  The biggest issue will likely be lead paint removal. Maine’s 

new lead paint removal rules make this a more expensive and time consuming process than in the 

past. 

 

Thanks to the good work of Patrick Myers and the Center Theatre, we just received a grant from 

the Quimby Foundation in the amount of $15,000.  This will allow us to do some emergency 

repairs to the roof. In late August we also began working with an architect to develop more 

specific building plans and drawings.  These will be useful as we work to seek grants for the 

building’s rehabilitation. 

 

Limited space keeps this update short, but if you would like to help with our effort, share your 

concerns or ideas, donate or become a FOCH partner, please contact me at : 28 Orchard Road, 

Dover-Foxcroft, ME 04426, 207-564-0820 or mjannis@hughes.net.  You can also go to 

“Facebook” to keep up on progress.  

 

mailto:mjannis@hughes.net
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The Ice-Cream Social 
 

On Friday, August 6
th
, as part of the town’s homecoming activities, the FOCH committee put on an old-

fashioned ice-cream social at Central Hall. Over three hundred adults and about a thousand kids (give or 

take a few), enjoyed the delicious Butterfield’s ice-cream cones, Sundaes, and root beer, and cherry floats. 

Many thanks go to Butterfields for the wonderful ice cream. Ely’s of Portland for the great soda, and Jodi 

Arno for her creative and tireless efforts to make the ice cream social such a success. Everybody had a 

great time. 

 
 

 

 

Lou Stevens helps to get the hall ready. It brought 

back memories of cleaning the floor before 

basketball games over 60 years ago. 

(Mary is taking a well deserved break) 

 
 

 
Lou and Karen put up the bunting. 

 
Central Hall looks better and better 

 

 
The ice cream was great! 

 
Kevin’s homemade juke box played great 50’s 

music 
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The Blacksmith Shop 
 

 

This has been another very successful year for the Blacksmith Shop. Thanks to a grant from the Maine 

Community Foundation, renowned local artist Bruce Towle was able to execute ten drawings of artifacts 

and equipment in the Blacksmith Shop. Over 100 visitors have toured the shop this summer and, judging 

by their comments, they really appreciated the exhibits and the continuing fine work of Dave Lockwood, 

curator of the Blacksmith Shop. If you haven’t visited the Blacksmith Shop yet this year, be sure to put it 

on your schedule before winter sets in. 
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Col. Edward Mayo 

From Page 1:  Before proceeding, let's have a brief biography of Col. 

Mayo and his family. First, his title was not a military one, but 

honorary from the State as he had spent some time in Augusta as an 

official of the government. He was, of course, the donor of his home on West 

Main in 1935 to the town to be used as a hospital as there was not one 

here at that time. That was 64 years ago now as the renovated home opened 

as a medical building on January 26, 1936. It lasted alone until 42 years 

later when the larger Mayo (still bearing the family name!) Regional Hospital 

opened on April 2, 1978. It is interesting to note that he had the 

foresight to purchase the farm next door which is now the site of the new 

hospital. 

 
The Colonel's first wife was Anna Genthner, who, after graduation from Foxcroft Academy,  attended Kent's 

Hill seminary where she took courses in art and music. The Observer noted that she was "...adept in using a 

brush, crayon, and needle to produce items for her home  on West Main and the couple's winter home in 

Daytona Beach. After Anna's death in 1927, he married Gertrude Owen in 1928.  

 

While the Colonel is completing his plans for new grandstand, let's have a brief history of the fairgrounds 

on Fairview Avenue, and how the new baseball diamond came into being. Due to World War I, there was no 

harness racing or fairs at Park Street in 1917-8. Little wonder the track and its buildings were getting 

dilapidated due to the lack of upkeep. So when the spool factory purchased the abandoned grounds in the early 

1920s, it meant the fair must find a new place minus a half-mile race track. 

 

Some money remained after the sale to the factory, so it was given to the town to help purchase land for a 

"playground", the term used then, which was where the diamond was to be located on land originally owned by Dr. 

Cochrane before the turn of the century when he opened the present Fairview avenue. The avenue name 

originated because he said the view from there was very fair, thus the name and not from the view of the fair which 

came some years later. Ivan Smith of Dover-Foxcroft recalls how the diamond actually did became a 

playground when he and other kids, including Jack  Marsh, Barry Vigue, and Leightons and others who were available 

went there to play baseball during the summer, so the word "playground" was most fitting and proper! 

The new diamond was built in the summer of 1922. When the Colonel and his wife returned from their 

Florida home in the spring of 1923, he promptly offered to build a wooden grandstand. He told a gathering 

later, "Mrs. Mayo and I talked the matter over in the South last winter [as quoted in the Observer] and on our 

return engaged S. F. Atwood to build the stand." 

 

Obviously, when he wanted something built, it would be done in the best manner and as quickly as possible, as he 

had the money, and there were not so many  rules and regulations then as now about building such a structure. He 

would always be active in the Fair Association, served as president, and would finance the building of several 

exhibition halls on the grounds. 

 

Now the biography of the grandstand. Before construction started, Col. Mayo and the builder, Mr. Atwood of 

the town, visited other stands in the State  to get an idea no doubt to see how the best features of each 

could be adapted into the stands for Fairview. The Observer made this report to its readers: 

 

Continues on Page 7 
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This bronze tablet was a gift from the residents of Dover-

Foxcroft to Col. and Mrs. Mayo for their gift of the 

grandstand in 1923 at the fairgrounds on Fairview. For 

more than 4 decades it was attached to the stands on the 

north side. 

When the building was razed in the late 1960s, it 

was given to the Fair Association by the town. The 

tablet was then taken by Phil Annis to the monument 

building at the Lary Funeral Home for cleaning. 

Merle Herring, an employee there at the time 

remembers the tablet but is not positive he did the 

cleaning, maybe Wilson Sherburn. He does recall 

that the letters were brightened by using fine 

sandpaper, and the background by rubbing to 

remove the tarnish acquired by being outside so 

many years. After cleaning, the tablet was placed 

in the dining/reception building by, left, William 

Richardson, a long-time president of the Fair 

Association, and  right Robert Drisko, of the 

Association. (Historical Society Photo) 

FAIRGROUNDS FROM Page 6: 

"Col. Mayo's stipulation was that the stands be thoroughly and heavily built so there would be no danger of 

the structure collapsing even loaded to its capacity. Mr. Atwood had this in mind when the work was begun 

and therefore the building rests on granite posts and is heavily timbered. It will be 80 feet long and 20 feet wide. It 

will be divided into five sections with 10 rows of seats each. In addition to these seats, all of which will be 

provided with comfortable backs, there will be 20 private boxes in front [personal note: I sat in the stands 

many times to watch teams play in the summer]. 

"The stands will easily accommodate 500 persons. Underneath the grandstands will be a room for the home 

team, one for the visitors, two booths, and two toilets. [When the Jamaican potato pickers were in the 

area during the war, a government office was there also.] A waterproof roof will be placed over the entire 

building." 

Construction started immediately and progressed quickly in time for the first game to be played in front of it. 

Having the honor of pitching for the town team in that first game was Arthur Fowles, a long-time pitcher for local 

teams who also hurled the first game on the new diamond back in 1922. How appropriate as one of his teammates 

years before at Foxcroft Academy was George Mayo. But unfortunately, Fowles lost that "memorial game", you 

could say, by 1-0 in 11 innings. 

How nostalgic it must have been for the Mayos to recall their son's past athletic ability and how painful 

his sudden death that was caused by pneumonia when he was 33 on October 27, 1918, having been born 

June 10, 1885. 

Football and basketball were not yet solidly established at Foxcroft Academy when young George was a 

student there, so he became especially interested and evidently very adept in playing baseball. He  played 

shortstop on the 1908 team, and his name was often seen if lineups were printed in the Observer, not just 

for Foxcroft, but when he played on town teams. He must have been very willing and capable of playing 

any position just to have the opportunity to compete. Continued on Page 8 
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FAIRGROUNDS  from page 7: 
 
After graduating from the Academy—as so many in his family had done before him--he went to Lowell 

Textile School in Massachusetts with the idea of learning the operations of a woolen mill. He returned to 

the town of Foxcroft in January of 1910, to enter the mill office of Mayo & Sons, the fourth generation of 

Mayo men to work there, joining his father Edward, and grandfather Josiah. But the Mayo mill here was 

sold on June 4, 1914, to the American Woolen Co. which had also purchased the Brown woolen mill 15 

years before in 1899. The Mayo family owned others so George's future could still easily been in mills, if 

he had lived, and maybe inherited his father's home with the result being no hospital there today. 

 

After the death of Colonel Mayo in 1935, there was now only one of the many males of the four 

generations here who had the last name of Mayo who had been connected to the mill. He was Walter J. 

Mayo, born April 18, 1873, who lived 90 years before his death on May 21, 1963. He held various public 

offices including 30 years as superintendent of the Dover & Foxcroft Water District. 

 

So now, as I wrote in a history book: "...for the first time in about 120 years, there would be no men with 

the last name of the four generations who had played such a great role in the business, financial, 

educational, religious, and civic, history not only in Foxcroft where they resided, but in Dover, and then 

the one united town as well." 

 

 
 

 

 

 

D-F and Guilford Split Doubleheader at Fair in 1923 

Lou Stevens 

 

One of the highlights of the fair held at the new grounds on Fairview Avenue in 

1923 was a doubleheader of baseball between the Dover-Foxcroft town team 

and the same from Guilford.  Several of the D-F players are familiar to me 

from seeing them named in other summaries of the years that the Observer 

printed. The two best known are Arthur Fowles, a long-time brilliant pitcher for 

Foxcroft Academy when young, and then for many years for various town 

teams. After Guilford won the morning game (in which Fowles played second) 

by 4-2, Fowles won in the afternoon when he struck out 10 and allowed just 

two hits. Playing centerfield was George Eberhardt, who, after his playing 

days, could be seen always at games. Other regulars in both games were Bresett 

at ss, A. Chase 3b, Monroe c, B. Chase 2b, Kimball- rf; others in one game, Cole 

if or p, and Collins cf. No full first names were given and only a first initial for 

others when two from the same family. Collins later became a well-known 

umpire if I recall correctly. 
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THE NIGHT FIVE SETS OF BUILDINGS BURNED 
by James LaCasce 

 

Foster Gray could remember and tell the stories his father had told him through the years. Many of the stories 

came from three generations of Grays living in that part of Foxcroft now known as Gray Valley. Foster's great 

grandfather, Nathaniel , had come to Foxcroft from Old Town in 1850. The Colby County Atlas of the 1870's 

shows that Nathaniel's farm was on the south side of Bog Brook. Son William had a farm across the road, and 

son Oscar occupied a farm on the north side of the brook at the intersection of the roads, the one leading south 

across the brook and over the hill to the Orchard Road and the other leading westerly across the Guilford town 

line to the Brawn neighborhood and what is now known as the Sebec Shores Road. 

 

One of the stories Foster told was about the night his father Clair, then a young man, and his grandfather 

Oscar, lost their buildings from fire ignited by a lightning strike. There were five sets of buildings set on fire 

that night from a very severe electrical storm. The following is an account of the fires that consumed two of 

the five sets of buildings burned that night as reported in "The Piscataquis Observer" of September 4,1902. 

Under the headline ELECTRICAL STORM the Observer printed the following account: 

 

“One of the most destructive electrical storms passed over this section Monday evening that was ever known. 

The day had been most oppressively hot and the air was surcharged with electricity which burst forth in all its 

fury at about 9 o'clock. People living upon high land distinctly saw in different directions five sets of 

buildings burning.  

 

The nearest to our villages to be struck and burned was the property of Charles Thompson at Upper North 

Street, next to Mrs. J.Davee's. The bolt came down upon the north end of the stable which was filled with hay 

and grain and in a twinkling all was ablaze. Our firemen promptly responded to an alarm, but not knowing 

where the fire was took nothing but the hose reels and were powerless to render much help on account of the 

distance from the hydrants and other causes. The flames spread so quickly that but a small portion of the 

household goods could be saved and nearly everything was swept away, involving a loss of about $2000. 

Besides the household effects, the family lost all their clothing, bedding, etc. 

 

The parents of Mr. Thompson lived in the second story of the dwelling and everything they had was destroyed 

including $41 in cash which the old gentleman left in his clothing. In the barn and shed were about 25 tons of 

hay and 12 or 15 cords of stovewood. A buckboard, wheel barrow and numerous farming implements were 

burned. A 3-months-old calf also perished in the flames. The blow is a serious one to Mr. Thompson, as he is 

a poor man and has a family of young children to support. Much sympathy is expressed for them. The 

insurance upon the buildings was $1000 with a small amount upon the household effects. 

 

During the same storm and about the same time the barn of Oscar T. Gray, a prosperous farmer of Foxcroft 

living about five miles from the village, was struck by lightning and entirely consumed together with about 60 

tons of hay, 25 tons of unthreshed mixed grain, farming tools etc. The livestock was saved except one cow 

and a few swine. The bolt struck upon the front side of the barn which was immediately involved in flames in 

almost every part.; The fire then communicated to the dwelling and other buildings in close proximity and the 

whole was swept off with nearly all the househod effects. The house was one and a half stories with ell and 

shed. The barn was 100 feet in length. There was an insurance of $2000 upon the property placed in the 

Patrons Androscoggin Mutual Fire Co. of Auburn, divided as follows: $1500 on buildings and $500 on hay 

and grain." 

 

A brief search in the Registry of Deeds reveals that Nathaniel Gray bought a house on the west side of Grange 

Street in Foxcroft shortly after the fire and Oscar bought a farm in Dover in February of 1903. It would be 

reasonable to think that Oscar and Clair wintered themselves and their stock on Nathaniel's farm before 

moving out of Gray Valley the following year. 
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Our Corporate Sponsors 
 

A grateful thank you to the following 

businesses whose funds support the 

Society and its efforts to preserve our 

history.  When you shop or see these folks 

please tell them thank you for their 

support! 

 

Mallett Real Estate 

McKusick Petroleum 

Maine Highlands Federal Credit Union 

Rowell’s Garage 

Sean Stitham, M.D. 

Dover Auto Parts 

Howard Insurance 

Dover True Value Hardware 

Dr. Mark Stitham 

Bob’s Farm Home and Garden 

Lary Funeral Home 

Green Door Gallery 

Mayo Regional Hospital 

Hibbard Nursing Home 

Steinke and Caruso Dental Care 

Camden National Bank 

 

 

 

New DVD available!! 

 

Our historian, Lou Stevens, is sharing his memories of 

Central Hall, in a DVD entitled “Memories of Central Hall 

with Lou Stevens”.  Price is $15.00 and can be obtained at 

the Observer Building.  They can be ordered and mailed 

with an additional cost of $3.00 for postage. 

 

Dear Mary,  
I just finished watching "Memories of Central Hall with 

Lou Stevens". I smiled, laughed & cried as many 

wonderful memories came before me. I saw photos of 

myself from Minstrel Show days, my mother in the 

Senior Play, my grandfather playing in the band & oh 

sooo, sooo many friends. Lou did his usual wonderful 

job as story teller. When I come home to visit again in 

Oct. I plan to buy a couple more videos to give as 

Christmas gifts. I have emailed friends suggesting they 

might do the same. 
Thank you ! 
Lorna Carroll 

 

Other Items Available 
Glass Christmas ornaments: $6.00 each + $4.00 shipping 

 2008/Blacksmith Shop,  

 2009/Observer Building and 

 2010/Central Hall 

  

DVD of scenes of old Dover and Foxcroft: $10.00 + $3.00 

shipping 

 

Throws: $38.00 + $8.00 shipping 

 

Some of these items are available at Mr. Paperback. 

 

 
 
 

Whoopie Pies! 
 

On June 26
th
 our town was transformed into the Whoopie Pie Capitol of the World!  Over 3500 people 

visited as we all got a taste of this awesome dessert.  Your Historical Society museum was open and 

visited by many people from far and wide. 

 

Also joining in the festivities was Central Hall.  We were open with displays and several tables selling 

antiques, crafts and goodies.  Chris Clukey from White Barn Antiques had a “roadshow” and valued 

people’s treasures.  It was a busy day. 
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Message from Mary 
 

It’s turned out to be a very busy summer at your Society.  The Central Hall project has kept 

many on the Board of Directors engaged as we promote the building and get ready to apply for 

grants. 

 

We welcome two new members to our Board of Directors.  Barbara Moore, our Town Clerk, is 

looking forward to retirement, and has long expressed an interest in serving.  Also joining us is 

Dennis Lyford, newly retired from the directorship of the Chamber of Commerce.  Both of these 

people have spent their lives in Dover-Foxcroft and bring to the Board years of service to the 

Town and much experience.  They are wonderful additions and please give them a thank you 

when you see them around town. 

 

We head into autumn looking forward to slowing down a bit.  I hope you managed to stop by our 

museums and see what we are doing to promote your history. 

 

 
You Never Know What You’ll Find In A Second Hand Book 

 

This year’s Dover-Foxcroft Historical Society’s Attic Sale (held on 

June12th at Central Hall) included 3 truck loads of books which kept 

customers busy searching the many tables and boxes of books waiting 

to be unpacked looking for ‘buys’ to take home.  One customer, 

Cindy Elliot, left with an arm load of books.  When she got home and 

was leafing through one of her new acquisitions, The Arabians 

Nights, (a discard from Milo’s SAD #41’s library), she found a slip of 

paper left by a previous reader.  It was an 8
th
 grade spelling test that 

had been given 31 years ago.  The writing looked very familiar, 

looking to see who the student was, her suspicions were confirmed-it 

was HER OWN spelling test!  How did she do?  She had done well, 

100%. 

 

What are the odds of that?    Very small indeed. 

 
Cindy Elliot and her new book 

 

The Dover-Foxcroft Historical Society – Membership Application Form 

Name: ________________________________  Phone:________________________________ 

 

Street: ____________________________  City/State/Zip ______________________________ 

 

E-Mail:  ___________________________ 

 

Annual Dues are $10 per person and $7.00 for senior memberships.  Please make checks payable 

to: Dover-Foxcroft Historical Society, 874 West Main Street, Dover-Foxcroft, ME 04426. Dues 

cover January to December. If you are giving a gift membership, please include the name and 

address and we’ll gladly notify the recipient of your gift. 

 

The Society is on the Web at www.rootsweb.com/~medfhs and on Facebook. 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~medfhs


 

The Dover-Foxcroft Historical Society, Inc. 

28 Orchard Road 

Dover-Foxcroft, ME 

04426-3706 
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Do you recognize this historic Dover-Foxcroft Building?  If so, contact Mary Annis with your winning 

entry. (First prize is lunch at the Noreaster.  Second prize is lunch at the Noreaster with the editor) 


