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It’s an adventure each Thursday as we catalog at the 

museum.  Recently, we came across a photo marked 

“Knights of King Arthur.”  It showed a group of 

several men and boys posing in front of the 

Methodist Church.  A few weeks later I found two 

photos in the collection of the Dover-Foxcroft 

Congregational Church that showed members of 

“Castle Foxcroft No. 478.”  What was this group all 

about? 

 

With research and the help of Alan Lupack, Director 

of the Robbins Library at the University of 

Rochester, I discovered that this organization was 

founded in 1893 by William Byron Forbush.  Nine 

years later, in 1902, he established a similar group for 

girls called the Queens of Avalon.  The following 

tells a little about the group and its principles.  Much 

of this information comes from “The Knights of King 

Arthur: How to Begin and What To Do” by William 

Byron Forbush and Dascomb Forbush. 

A time comes when boys outgrew the urge for 

“horsing around” and boisterous play.  They 

began to get together with friends, to plan and 

work as a unit in search of life’s goals.  When 

they reached the age of 13 or so, they were ready 

to form a castle.  The Roman Catholic Church 

had the Knights of Columbus; the Protestants had 

the Knights of King Arthur.  It was a fraternity, 

private but not secret, self-governing and under 

the control of a local church.  It was based upon 

the oldest English Christian legend, that of the 

Round Table.  Each boy took the name of some 

ancient knight or some hero, ancient or modern, 

and tried to represent his knightly traits.  The 

KOKA (Knights of King Arthur) was a group of 

thousands of boys - it was considered exclusive, 

into which a boy could not enter until he had 

proved his worth.  It was a great way to make 

friends, learn all sorts of new things and do 

something for other people. 

 (continued on page 4) 
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The Fair 
August 23 thru 26 found the Dover-Foxcroft 

Historical Society at the Fair!  Thanks to Dave 

Lockwood we had a wonderful display.  We sold our 

ornaments and the wonderful sketches of Michael 

Kraemer.  We also shared our logging display and the 

photos of past schools.  Lots of folks took time to 

figure out the cow yoke that was on the table – “What 

was this used for?”  Many stood there and scratched 

their heads, a few actually had seen a similar yoke in 

their old barns and did not know what it was!  And 

some old-time farmers actually knew what it was 

used for!  Thank you Dave Lockwood for building 

the display and putting in the time at the booth. 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

OLDTOWN MEETING 

(Written over 50 years ago by Fred Pratt of Dover-

Foxcroft.) 

Come all ye good people 

From far and near, For the Old Town Meeting 

Will soon be here. 

And we'll vote lots of money 

All in good cheer, and then curse and damn 

For the rest of the year. 

We'll elect some Town Fathers 

To shoulder the load, And we'll put in a commissioner 

Who horse-hoes the road. 

We'll hire a Tax Collector 

To collect all our dough, And we'll listen to orators 

Who tell all they know. 

We'll raise lots of money 

To maintain the schools, To keep our dear children 

From growing up fools. 

But if you grant all the money 

Asked by the house, how are you going to raise kids 

And maintain your spouse? 

We thank thee, O Lord, For this day we hold dear, 

And we thank thee again That it comes but once a year. 

 

 
 

 

mailto:chrism@roadrunner.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/~medfhs
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Civil War Letters 
 

This is another in the series of the letters in the Society’s collection of a number of letters written during 
the Civil War from Fred Kimball to his family in Dover-Foxcroft. For more information on Mr. Kimball and 
his life, see the Spring 2011 issue of the Conserver. 

 
 
Fred Kimball writes to his mother – 
 
U. S. S. Ohio 
 
Charleston 
 
October 12, 1864 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Dear Father, 

 

Thinking you might be worrying 

about my health I will write you a 

line in regard to it.  We found it 

somewhat cool the morning we 

came away but being inside I 

didn’t feel it much.   

In the camp it was quite comfortable, there being a “little stove and fire” 

there.  When we go to Boston at 8 o’clock we found Ned Favor at the 

depot waiting for us.  We then took our baggage and walked down to the 

Mass. House – only a short distance.  Got a room and put our things into 

it and then we all went to the Boston Museum.  We didn’t go aboard ship 

until Tues. at 3 ½ P. M.  I spent the next forenoon in getting some few 

little things we needed to take aboard ship.  I didn’t get myself any 

shoes; after thinking it over awhile I thought I would let them go until I 

was better located.  I was afraid I might loose (sp) them before I got off 

ship since coming aboard I have almost wished I had got some, as there 

are only about five hundred men here now – the rest having all been 

drafted off and not so much danger of loosing (sp) them.  We found our 

things all safe, and all there.  Well, since first leaving home I have been 

growing better all the time and am now about well.  My sore throat has 

got along nicely and is only just a little sore now.  I don’t think of it at 

all, scarcely as I can’t feel it at all except when my throat gets dry.  The 

lameness has all got out of my neck and head and they feel about as 

usual. 

 

I think we shall not stay here much longer there are not more than eighty 

landsmen ahead of us now on the list. 

 

Chauncey and Ben are well.  We found the other boys from Dover all 

here and well, none of them have been drafted. 

 

Chauncey is going to get that check and send in my letter.  I will see that 

he makes it payable to your order. 

 

Give my respects to Mother and Annie and write anew – 

 

   Fred 

 

P. S. Chauncey has got the check made it payable to your order and I 

enclose it. 

   Fred L. Kimball 
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The boy began his journey as a Page.  The 

word for this stage was “Obedience” and during 

this time he learned humility and how to work 

with others.  After he had acquired these skills, he 

was advanced to the rank of Esquire.  The 

keyword for this rank was “Habit.”  The Esquires 

comprised the working body of the Castle.  Each 

Esquire had suitable instruction regarding 

discipline of his body and concerning his ideals.  

He learned to live nobly and fraternally.  He had 

to be able to give a short biography of his chosen 

hero.  He next was elevated to the rank of Knight, 

usually after he had become a member of his 

church.  The keyword here was “Service.”  Each 

boy was expected to begin his life in this degree 

by a “quest” for others. 
In the Castle Hall there was a “Siege Perilous,” which 

could be occupied only by boys who had performed 

some worthy deed, recognized as such by the other boys, 

and who thereafter are honored with the title of Baronet.  

Other higher ranks were open to all members who 

conformed to the requirements.  The boys themselves 

filled the various Castle offices, from Sentinel to King.  

The adult leader represented King Arthur’s counselor, 

Merlin. 

 

As with most fraternal orders, officer names had great 

meaning beyond the usual President, Vice President, etc. 

used in everyday organizations.  There was the King, 

Constable, Sentinel, Chancellor and Chamberlain.  Also 

a very meaningful ritual was associated with meetings, 

all geared to bring the Knights of King Arthur to life for 

the boys. 

 

A castle developed the character of boys under adult 

Christian leadership.  It encouraged skillful work with 

the hands; it developed dramatic and imaginative 

instincts; it gave training in purity; it gave an 

opportunity to exhibit patriotism; it formed a school in 

chivalry toward women and provided good social 

relations between the boys and girls of the church.  The 

Castles were not only self-supporting, but usually 

contributed to the support of the sponsoring church 

(continued on page 8) 

 
1908 –  

Front: Harry Whittier (1890-1956), Leon Green 
(1889-1970), Charlie Eldridge (1892-1973) 
Back: Charlie Scanlon (1893-1961) , 
Wainwright Russell (b1893-d Canada), 
Norman Elliott (1892-1938) 
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Well-Loved Horses 

by Louis Stevens 

Well-known horses in the two towns that belonged to just 

one person or the entire family were often given obituaries 

in the Piscataquis Observer from 1888 to 1929.   No doubt 

these horses carried their folks to church on Sundays  (the 

Congregational church for a while had stables where 

worshippers could park their horses during services). During 

the week, the horses could have delivered groceries, express 

packages, or cakes of ice before electricity and refrigerators 

became so common. The horses often had such excellent 

knowledge of the streets that they could be dismissed 

anywhere and knew the routes back to their oats and hay 

without a driver. 

 
 

 

 

Chamberlain House (formerly on West Main 

Street, now on Grange Street) 

So, we start with this item from March 22, 

1888: "TOMMY IS DEAD. Mr. Calvin 

Chamberlain's aged horse Tommy died 

Saturday night. Tommy was 26 years old, and 

had been, in his day, one of the extra good 

animals, and his kind master set great store by 

him. He has been allowed to take life easy in 

his old days, and much has been expected of 

the once hard working and always faithful 

creature.  He has served his master long and 

well."  [Note: Mr. Chamberlain owned the 

large home on West Main that was moved to 

Grange Street and replaced by Col. E. J. Mayo 

with his home that would be left for the first 

hospital.]  

 

July 26, 1888:  "Loss of valuable Horse. Mr. Elijah Fowler lost a valuable horse on Sunday. He 

went away for a time and left the horse all right, but when he returned he found it very sick and 

in great distress.  He immediately dispatched a messenger for the vet, J. B. Chase who went right 

up, but informed him that the horse was past aid, and it died in 15 minutes. Mr. Fowler feels his 

loss keenly as he prized the animal very much, having raised it and its mate from colts, and they 

were a very well matched and valuable pair. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Well-Loved Horses (continued from page 5) 

 

September 13, 1888.  "J. B. Chase has 

purchased a valuable horse for his family and 

business. He is a bay, weighs l,100 pounds, 

gentle, sound, and kind, of nice style and 

action, and no better driving horse for family 

was ever driven here, so good judges say. He 

is a $250 animal, and Mr. Chase says he 

intends to keep him as long as he lives. We are 

going to live together long as either or both 

live, says Mr. Chase, admiringly, in reference 

to the horse."  

 

 

 

We now skip ahead 27 years to October 21, 1915:  "Dr. Chase had his family horse laid away Monday. 

The animal was 27, and had done faithful service in the family for 26 years. 

 

 

The Guernsey home 

June 5, 1901:  "The large chestnut horse 

owned by Mrs. Frank Guernsey died 

Thursday night. The horse was a gift of her 

father and was a very intelligent animal and 

its death is much regretted by the family."  

[The Guernsey home was the large white 

building on East Main    now the home of the 

Dover-Foxcroft Police Department.] 

May 4, 1911:  "Bess, the 26-year-old mare, owned by F. G. Adams, was laid to rest 

last week.  She had been in the family 23 years. 

 

May 4, 1911:  "Fred Barrow’s faithful horse, which had done service in the family for a great 

many years, was laid to rest last week." 

 

March 28, 1912:  "Arthur Tewksbury recently lost his little horse Lady after an illness of three 

weeks. Mr. and Mrs. Tewksbury were very much attached to her so feel the loss deeply* 

 

July 10, 1913:  "W. S. Ham's horse Major died recently. He was 24 years old and had been 

owned by Mr. Ham for 20 years." 

(Continued on page 7) 
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(Well-Loved Horses, from page 6) 

Sometimes it wasn't old age that brought about the deaths of horses, but accidents to their fragile 

legs. So it was in the death reported on November 9, 1922: 

"A runaway on North Street Thursday caused considerable excitement when a horse attached to 

a jigger took fright and dashed along the street to Merrick Square. The horse slipped on the 

pavement and fell under a horse owned and driven by Howard Wentworth. This horse had one 

of its forelegs broken and had to be shot at once. Mrs. Wentworth was with her husband and was 

considerably frightened by the collision."  Poor horse! No name given, or age, or how hard a 

worker he had been. 

 

November 21, 1929:  "Charles Foss has put to 

rest his horse Billy who had reached the end of 

his road after a faithful service of 30 years,  23 

of which had been with Mr. Foss. Billy was an 

all-around horse, good driver, and worker, and 

besides doing farm work, he had helped Mr. 

Foss in picking up 3000 veal calves in his meat 

business. 

 

 

But enough necrology!  Let us end with the story of a horse that really knew his way around the 

town according to the news story printed on May 24, 1928: 

"Wilbur, the horse that for 15 years has most faithfully served the American Express Co. in 

Dover-Foxcroft, has been relieved from further work and on Tuesday was shipped to the stables 

of the New England division of the company in Boston where he will be given a well-earned 

vacation. Wilbur came to this town on April 7, 1913, and during the succeeding years has been a 

familiar figure, especially in the business section of town. The horse was very intelligent and 

absolutely reliable. During the last eight years of his service he was stabled at the Blethen 

House, and frequently when his work was completed, he would be headed in the direction of the 

hotel and go up the street unguided, going into the stable without the least hesitation. [Note: 

Liston Evans, who lived diagonally across from the stable on Pleasant Street could have seen 

Wilbur do this many times. He could have written the last sentence of the item: "There is 

nothing in this animal kingdom any nobler than a fine horse, and Wilbur can be classed as one of 

the finest."] 
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(Knights of King Arthur, from page 4) 

 

 

Unfortunately, too much time has passed since the accompanying photos were made.  But what is interesting is 

that there were so many of our young Protestant boys involved in the organization and Castle Foxcroft even had 

their own basketball team.  Who did they play?  Other Castles from neighboring towns or churches?   

 

Responding to my inquiry of the University of Rochester, Alan Lupack, Director of the Robbins Library, feels 

that KOKA no longer exists.  In most places it died out around the end of WWII.  In Massachusetts, the clubs 

persisted for a few decades after the war. Some years back there was a small exhibition at the Higgins Armory 

in Worcester, Massachusetts, where they displayed some wonderful materials concerning the Massachusetts 

clubs.  Unfortunately, there is no known archive and most of the materials were discarded as the boys outgrew 

the clubs. 

 

Much of this information was found on www.lib.rochester.edu/Camelot/KOKA.htm and is a good source for 

further reading. 

 

I thank Director Lupack and the University of Rochester for the information in this article.  Thank you also to 

the Dover-Foxcroft Congregational Church for the use of their photos. 

 

If any member or friend has information or photos or memories pertaining to the Knights of King Arthur, we 

would love it if you would share it with us. 

 

 
 

The Blethen house with the adjacent stables 
(late 19th century) 

http://www.lib.rochester.edu/Camelot/KODA.htm
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Message from Mary 

 

The Dover-Foxcroft Historical Society Observer Building museum is now closed for the winter.  

We had a very successful summer with several hundred visitors from near and far – even 

Australia!!  We thank everyone who visited us and we appreciate the glowing comments.  We 

especially thank those members who hosted; we could not have been open without you. 

We will still continue to be at the museum on Thursdays.  We spend the time cataloging and will 

now turn our attention to moving artifacts up to the third floor.  The Thompson Free Library 

purchased new shelves for their non-fiction section this summer and graciously gave the old ones 

to the society.  The shelves will be put on the third floor so that we can move the artifacts there, 

giving us more space for textiles, photos and paper artifacts in the climate-controlled section of 

the second floor.  Strong backs will be needed.  If you can give us a few hours, please let us 

know. 

 

The Blacksmith Shop was busy this summer too.  Many visitors stopped there also, leaving some 

wonderful comments on the items and the drawings done by Bruce Towl.  The shop sports a new 

sign over the entry door, made by Dave Lockwood.  It makes the shop stand out and it’s easier to 

find for people looking to visit. 

Please remember, we are available to open the museum for visitors, school groups or social clubs 

- we love giving tours.  Also we are available for speaking engagements - we love sharing our 

history. 

 

   Mary Annis 

   President 

 

 

Annual Dues 
Many thanks to all those who have sent in their Historical Society dues for 2011. We really 

appreciate having you as a member. If you haven’t sent in your dues yet, please do so now so 

you can continue to enjoy all of the benefits of membership in the Historical Society, including 

receiving copies of the Conserver. 

 

 

The Dover-Foxcroft Historical Society – Membership Application Form 

Name: ________________________________  Phone:________________________________ 

 

Street: ____________________________  City/State/Zip ______________________________ 

 

E-Mail:  ___________________________ 

 

Annual dues are $10 per person and $7.00 for senior memberships.  Please make checks payable 

to: Dover-Foxcroft Historical Society, 874 West Main Street, Dover-Foxcroft, ME 04426. Dues 

cover January to December. If you are giving a gift membership, please include the name and 

address and we’ll gladly notify the recipient of your gift. 

 

The Society is on the Web at www.rootsweb.com/~medfhs and on Facebook. 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~medfhs
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Congratulations Madelyn! 
 

 

Madelyn Betts celebrated her 100
th
 birthday on June 29

th
.  Madelyn, 

along with her husband Earl and daughter Celeste, were founding 

members of the Dover-Foxcroft Historical Society.  That first year 

of our existence – 1963 – she was elected secretary and held that 

office until 2004 – a whopping 41 years!  She kept the Society 

going all those years and provided a safe haven for items given to 

us. 

Madelyn celebrated this milestone birthday with an open house at 

the Dover-Foxcroft Congregational Church on Saturday, June 30
th
.  

Many came to give her congratulations and to remember days gone 

by, a total of 63 people signed the guest book.  Many members of 

her Eastern Star Grand Families were there, along with her nieces 

Lynn Reamer and Anne Thompson from Virginia and Manchester, 

NH.  Of course, her daughter Celeste was in attendance along with 

her husband, David Hyer.  Many members of the Hyer family from 

Augusta and Burlington, VT and other cousins from Dexter and 

Newport came as well.  Madelyn had a wonderful time at her 

birthday party and received a number of beautiful bouquets of 

flowers too 

In the mail and at her party Madelyn received over 170 cards including some from people who said “you 

don’t know me but I saw your picture in the Bangor Daily News”.  One came from Jake Koritsky’s 

nephew, Jim, from Bangor.  Clara Swan from Husson College in Bangor who had just turned 100 herself, 

sent her a card.  They had both attended Husson during the same time period and were working at 

Foxcroft Academy at the same time in the early 1930’s.  

 

Thanks goes to the Women’s Fellowship of the church for hosting and supplying all the goodies.  

Madelyn is long time member of the Dover-Foxcroft Congregational Church and played the organ there 

for many years.   

 

Thanks to Celeste Hyer for helping with this article and supplying the photo. 

 

 

Membership in the Historical Society 
 

We often get inquiries as to the status of folks’ membership in the society. “When is my 

membership up?”  “Have I paid my dues for the year?” etc.  We’d like to take a minute here to 

explain how all of this works in the Society. 

 

The membership director, Chris Maas (207-717-2666, chrism@roadrunner.com) keeps track of 

all of the members and when their memberships are up for renewal. All of our memberships are 

on an annual basis – from January 1
st
 to December 31

st
. As we pointed out elsewhere in this 

issue, annual memberships are $10.00 for adults, and $7.00 for seniors.   

 

We send out renewal notices in December of each year to all of our active members who have 

not already paid for the next year. (If you have already paid next year’s dues, we won’t send a 

notice to you). Most people promptly return their checks for the next year’s dues. 

 

All dues paying members get copies of the Conserver, printed four times per year (typically in 

March, June, September and December).  

 

If you are ever in doubt about the status of your dues you can contact the membership director at 

any time.  He would be happy to advise you of your current status. 
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Our Corporate Sponsors 
 

A grateful thank you to the following 

businesses whose funds support the 

Society and its efforts to preserve our 

history.  When you shop or see these 

folks, please tell them ‘thank you’ for 

their support! 

 

 

Ellen Anderson, DPM  

Camden National Bank  

Dover Auto Parts  

Dover True Value  

Green Door Gallery  

Lary Funeral Home  

Maine Highlands Federal Credit 

Union  

Mallett Real Estate  

Mayo Regional Hospital  

Rowell's Garage  

Steinke and Caruso  

Mark Stitham, M.D.  

Sean Stitham, M.D. 

  

Thank you all! 

 
 

 

Items Available 

 

We thank Bob’s Home and Garden on Lincoln Street for 

stocking our ornaments and DVD’s. Please stop by their 

store and support this local business. 

 

Glass Christmas ornaments:  $6.00 each (add $4.00 for 

shipping) 

 2008 – Blacksmith Shop 

 2009 – Observer Building 

 2010 – Central Hall 

 2011 – Thompson Free Library 

 2012 – Foxcroft Academy 

 

DVD’s : 

 Glimpses of Dover and Foxcroft - $10.00 (add $3.00 

for shipping) 

 Memories of Central Hall/Lou Stevens - $15.00 (add 

$3.00 for shipping) 

 

Dover-Foxcroft throws: $40.00 (add $8.00 for shipping) 

 

Work Day at the Historical Society 

Thursdays are almost always workdays at the Historical 

Society. We generally start work at about 10:00 and 

work from two to four or five hours. If you are 

interested in joining us for an interesting and enjoyable 

day working with good friends, contact Mary for more 

information. At the moment we are cataloging 

thousands of old Observer photos. Come along and help 

us identify folks in those pictures. 
 

 



 

The Dover-Foxcroft Historical Society, Inc. 

28 Orchard Road 

Dover-Foxcroft, ME 

04426-3706 
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Winner in 1938 – Kiwanis Street Bazaar 

(Do you recognize anybody?) 


