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Father and son, Alvin Hatch Stanhope and Charles Nason Stanhope, practiced in our town for 

nearly 50 years, although 1931 was the only time their medical practices overlapped.   

 

Alvin Hatch Stanhope was born on March 10, 1857 in Bradford.  His parents were James 

Madison Stanhope (1819-1864), a Civil War veteran and Julia Frances Hatch (1819-1911).  He 

lived in Bradford until his marriage to Martha Ella Harvey (1857-1927) in 1880.  They had three 

children: Effie M. Stanhope (1885-1949), Charles Nason Stanhope and Wilbur Allen Stanhope 

(1893-1893). 

 

Alvin attended East Corinth Academy and MCI before entering the Medical Department of the 

University of Vermont, from which he graduated in 1887.  Soon after, he accepted a position as 

assistant physician in Tewksbury, Massachusetts which he held for two years, at the same time 

taking post-graduate courses at Harvard Medical School and at the New York Post Graduate 

Medical School and Hospital.  He then took up practice in the office of Dr. E. G. Hoitt in 

Marlboro, Massachusetts, while the latter was in Europe, afterwards coming to Lagrange where 

he practiced for three years, then moving to Milo and from there, in 1894, to Dover which he 

then considered his home until the end of his life. 

 

 

 Continued on Page 3 
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(1900) 

  
 

Mattie Conley 

Guilford 

 

THE STORM OF ‘SIXTY-NINE 

Come listen to my story 

A tale I’ll tell you 

About the winter of ‘sixty-nine 

And every word is true. 

 

The snow came far too early; 

The eighth day of November. 

It really was a honey, 

As you not doubt remember. 

 

Then some folks said, “Oh! This won’t stay”. 

But in my mind I knew 

That the winter’d be a hellion 

But we’d have to see it through. 

 

A day or two of sunshine 

And then three days of snow 

Just where they were going to put it now, 

No one seemed to know. 

 

Then February came marching in  

And with it Ground Hog Day 

And that measley little cuss came out 

Then there was Hell to pay. 

 

But we shut our teeth together 

And took it with a grin 

For we knew for sure by this time 

That winter’d settled in. 

 

And then once more the weather changed 

And the days were sunny and warm 

And we began to think of spring 

Then came this awful storm. 

 

Oh! Lord, it was a good one, 

It bound us all up tight, 

Snow covered all the windows, 

And the house was dark as night. 

 

Thanks for listening to my story, 

I think I’ve told it all. 

And if I’m not still snowbound, 

I’ll see you all next fall. 

 

mailto:chrism@roadrunner.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/~medfhs
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(Doctors Stanhope, continued from page 1) 

 
Effie and Charles 

About 1892 

In August 1918, he entered the medical 

service of the United States army and in 

the fall of that year was sent to Bangor 

where he took up some of the work of 

physicians who had already gone into 

active service.  In February 1919, he 

went to Hebron where he joined the 

staff of the tuberculosis sanitarium, 

remaining there for a time and then 

going to Presque Isle where he took 

charge of the work of opening the 

Northern Maine Sanitarium. 

 

The Essex County sanitarium was then 

in the process of construction at 

Middleton, Massachusetts, and Dr. 

Stanhope received an offer to join the 

staff of that institution.  Not desiring to 

remain idle until he was needed at 

Middleton, the Doctor went to Monson 

where he practiced for a short time, 

then going on to Middleton. 

 

At Middleton, Dr. Stanhope spent some 

of the happiest years of his life, for 

there he was working in a modern 

institution, associating with congenial 

doctors and nurses, and was in a 

position in which he could give free 

reign to his desire to be of service and 

help to others.  He remained there for 

10 years, having the satisfaction of 

seeing the sanitarium grow in size and 

usefulness.  During much of the time he 

was at Middleton, he was Assistant  

superintendent, which meant that often the entire responsibility of running the entire sanitarium rested 

on his shoulders, as Superintendent Dr. O. S. Pettingill was frequently out of town. 

 

When finally, because of his desire to live a less strenuous life, the Doctor severed his connection with 

the sanitarium in April 1931, he was given a complimentary dinner and dance by the board of trustees, 

members of the medical staff and employees of the institution, the occasion being attended by about 130 

people.  The tributes paid to the guest of honor were glowing and well merited. 

 

 

 (Continued on page 4) 
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(The Doctors Stanhope– from Page 3) 

 

 
Dr. A. H. Stanhope’s Office 

Dr. Stanhope was endowed with the rare 

ability to inspire confidence and hope in his 

patients by his very presence.  This attribute 

stood him in good stead through out his entire 

practice, but it was particularly useful in his 

work in the sanitariums.  Cheerfulness and 

optimism are of definite value to those who are 

“taking the cure”.  He did not let the passage of 

time put him out of step with members of his 

profession, keeping informed of all new 

developments in medicine.  Nor did he grow 

old in his outlook on life, always enjoying the 

companionship of younger people and living in 

the present and future rather than the past.  He 

belonged to a group of men who, before the 

days of improved roads and snow removal, and regardless of personal discomfort, made his way, night or 

day, through mud or drifts, in horse drawn vehicles, conquering every difficulty to reach the homes of 

patients in need.  He was a skillful doctor and a true friend. 

 

Dr. Stanhope was a member of Mosaic Lodge, F. & A. M. of Dover, of the Massachusetts Royal Arch 

chapter, of the local lodges of Odd Fellows and Knights of Pythias, a life member of the Danvers Rotary 

Club, and of the Civic Legion, an organization composed of men who served their country during World 

War One, though not in uniform.  He was also a member of the American Medical Association, of the 

Massachusetts and Piscataquis Medical Societies.  It was in his office this last society was organized. 

 

In 1931, Dr. Stanhope returned to Dover-Foxcroft – his home – where he resumed his private practice.  He 

was welcomed back to the community and the homes where he had spent years as a trusted friend and 

physician.  However, during the summer his health began to fail so that he could not be as active as he 

wished.  On September 17, 1931, Dr. Alvin Hatch Stanhope passed away at the age of 74.  He is buried, 

along with wife Martha, in Lot 7 of the Dover Cemetery, Old Yard Annex 

 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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(The Doctors Stanhope, Cont’d from Page 4) 

 

Now we learn a little about Dr. Alvin’s son.  Charles Nason Stanhope was born in Charleston on 

June 21, 1889 and graduated from Foxcroft Academy in 1907.  After graduation, he taught 

school in Onawa and Addison before entering Bates College, from which he graduated in 1912.  

He then taught school again in the Sangerville High School for two years.   

 

 
 

Now it seems Charles had at last found his calling when he decided to become a doctor.  He 

entered Bowdoin College School of Medicine and graduated in 1918.  While in Medical School, 

Charles married Maude Hazel Marsh (1892-1980) of Lagrange, on September 12, 1916 in 

Foxcroft.  After his internship at a tuberculosis sanitarium in Hebron, he returned home to Dover.  

He increased his medical knowledge by working in a sanitarium in Massachusetts and in the 

Boston Children’s Floating Hospital where he worked closely with Dr. Edwin Wyman of Sebec 

Village. 

 

To illustrate the meaning of being a “country doctor” of the time, the following story was 

published in the Piscataquis Observer in January of 1934 – 

 

“Dr. C. N. Stanhope succeeded in reaching the Bodfish Valley, Elliotsville, Monday, where he 

made a professional visit on E F. Drew, after having made two unsuccessful attempts to reach 

that rather inaccessible spot.  To reach his destination, Dr. Stanhope employed automobile, train, 

and team.   

Continued on Page 6 
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The Doctors Stanhope, Continued from Page 5 

 

He first started Friday, intending to drive to Brownville Junction, but near the home of Stacy 

Lanpher in Sebec, (note: at the four corners on the Milo Road), he became stalled in the drifts as 

did many other motorists and finally reached home.  The next day he did not do quite so well, 

getting only as far as the Ireland place (note: before the four corners) before he became stuck.  

During this transaction he froze one of his feet quite badly (it was his left foot and he eventually 

needed to have his small toe amputated).  On Monday he started again, this time reaching 

Brownville Junction where he took the Canadian Pacific to the Bodfish station, going hence by 

team to the Drew home.  Because of the lateness of the westbound train, he was unable to get the 

eastbound train, and it was necessary to telephone to Greenville to stop a special train at the 

siding.  Dr. Stanhope taught school in Onawa in 1908, at which time he became acquainted with 

the Bodfish and Drew families, an acquaintance which has been maintained throughout the years 

through frequent camping and vacation visits in the Bodfish Valley.  His visit to Mr. Drew, made 

under such difficult circumstances, was therefore of more than ordinary meaning to the sick and 

his family.” 

 

After attending Harvard Graduate School of Public Health, Dr. Stanhope 

joined the staff of the Maine Bureau of Health in 1936 as a district 

health officer, and in World War II his district was enlarged to include 

Washington and Hancock counties too, so now the district stretched 

from Jackman to Calais.  He retired from this agency in 1959, though he 

stayed on as a special consultant.  During part of this time he was school 

physician in Dover-Foxcroft.  He was on the medical staff of Mayo 

Hospital and was a member of the Piscataquis County Medical 

Association, the Maine Medical Association and the American Medical 

Association. 

 

  
Maude Stanhope 

 

 (Continued on Page 7) 

 

 
(1904) 
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(The Doctors Stanhope, continued from page 6) 

 

 
 

The Stanhope Facilities on South Street 

(The Doctor’s office is at the left,  Effie’s Millinery shop is on the right) 

 

Dr. Stanhope and his family resided on South Street where his medical office was also located.  He and Maude 

had two children – Murray Marsh Stanhope (1918 to 2011) and Barbara M. Stanhope (1919 to 2012).  The 

house stood just behind what is now True Value and has been recently razed. 

 

For many years (1903 through 1920) Charles’ sister, Effie, had a millenary shop on the first floor of the home. 

 

 
Effie Stanhope’s Millinery Shop 

 

Outside his medical duties, Dr. Stanhope 

was also interested in education and 

served as a member of the Dover-

Foxcroft school committee from 1922 to 

1930. He was also a trustee of Foxcroft 

Academy.  He was also a trustee of the 

Congregational Church and sang as a 

member of a quartet associated with the 

church choir.  He was a charter member 

of the Dover-Foxcroft Kiwanis Club and 

the Sebec Fish & Game Association. 

 

 

Continue on Page 8 
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(The Doctors Stanhope – Continued from Page 7) 

 

In 1966, Dr. Stanhope and Maude celebrated 50 years 

of marriage.  The Blethen House was alive that day 

with family and friends sharing memories with the 

happy couple. 

 

Dr. Charles Nason Stanhope died on April 30, 1975 in 

Dover-Foxcroft.  He is buried with his wife, Maude, in 

Lot 105 of the Dover Cemetery, Poole. 

 

Thus ends the story of our two doctors Stanhope.  Used 

in compiling this story was a wonderful obituary 

written at the death of Alvin Hatch Stanhope. 

It gave an insight into his life which would have been 

lost to time.  I thank Betty-Jane Stanhope Meader, 

great-granddaughter, and James Stanhope, great-

grandson of Alvin for help with this story and for 

sharing the awesome photographs with the Society, 

which make this story come alive. 

 
Dr. Charles and Maud Stanhope 

50 years 

  

 

 

Three Squares – 

 

As everyone knows, there are three “squares” in Dover-Foxcroft (none of which are actually 

Square!). All of these squares were in existence since the very early days of the towns of Dover 

and Foxcroft – long before the Civil War.  During the Civil War the middle square, long known 

as “Market Square” was renamed to “Union Square”.  In the 1890’s, when the Civil War 

monument was erected in front of the Foxcroft Academy, “Foxcroft Square” gradually became 

known as Monument Square. The only square which has kept its name throughout the towns’ 

history is Merrick Square. More on that in our next issue. 

 

 
 



FRIENDS OF CENTRAL HALL 
FUNDRAISING BRICKS  FOCH BRICK ORDER FORM 

 
Help Friends of Central Hall (FOCH) preserve and restore CENTRAL HALL by 
purchasing your engraved brick. Buy a brick in memory of a loved one, your children or 
family. Buy a brick to promote your business or organization. Artwork or your business 
logo can be added to the engraved bricks.  Each sponsored brick would be a visible part of 
the walkway to a newly renovated CENTRAL HALL in downtown Dover-Foxcroft, 
Maine. All proceeds raised from the commemorative brick program will be used toward 
the restoration of CENTRAL HALL. 
 

ENGRAVED BRICKS are  4”x8” or 8”x8” and allow for 15 
spaces per line and up to 6 lines of text.  Clip-Art and 
business logos can be added for an extra fee.  We have 
selected Moonbeam Laser Engraving of Levant, Maine.  The 
“Whitaker Greer #30” clay brick, a beveled edge brick, and 
vector engraving enable the etching to turn into glass.  Create 
a lasting memory for a loved one or promote your business or 

organization for a lifetime, by contributing to the preservation of Dover-Foxcroft  town 
history. 

 
Please fill out order form below and return to:  FRIENDS OF CENTRAL HALL, Attention: Mary Annis, 28 Orchard Road, Dover-Foxcroft ME  
04426, or call Mary at 564-0820.  Please make your check or money order payable to:  Dover-Foxcroft Historical Society. 
 
______4”x8” ENGRAVED BRICK(s) with 15 spaces/line and (3) lines of print                                      $100.00                $__________ 
______8”x8” ENGRAVED BRICK(s) with 15 spaces/line and (6) lines of print                                      $200.00                 $__________ 
______Basic Logo you supply in .eps format - add $50.00 per brick                                                        $50.00/ea                $__________ 
______In addition to, or in place of purchasing a brick, I wish to donate to FOCH                          DONATION              $__________  
     
                              TOTAL            $__________ 
(For additional artwork options or clip-art details, contact Bob and Lisa Bemis, Moonbeam Laser Engraving, 207-884-8372) 
 

PEASE USE LINES BELOW FOR YOUR TEXT – 15 spaces each including punctuation and spaces - text will be centered 
 

Line 1:      ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____       
 
Line 2:      ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____       
  
Line 3:      ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     
  
Line 4:      ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____       
 
Line 5:      ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____       
  
Line 6:      ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     ____     
 
 
Please provide contact information below: 
 
Name(s) or Business Name_____________________________________________________Phone______________________________ 
 
Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip__________________________________________________ Email Address___________________________________ 

 

 
 

The mission of the Friends of Central Hall is to preserve, restore to its former glory, maintain, and operate Central Hall as an event center  
that showcases small town America and promotes a vibrant Main Street by joining forces with those seeking to revitalize the community. 
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Annual Dues 
 

Many thanks to all those who have sent in their Historical Society dues for 2016. We really appreciate having 

you as a member. If you haven’t sent in your dues yet, please do so now so you can continue to enjoy all of the 

benefits of membership in the Historical Society, including receiving copies of the Conserver. 

 

The Dover-Foxcroft Historical Society – Membership Application Form 

Name: ________________________________  Phone:________________________________ 

 

Street: ____________________________  City/State/Zip ______________________________ 

 

E-Mail:  ___________________________ 

 

Annual dues are $10 per person and $7.00 for senior memberships.  Please make checks payable to: Dover-

Foxcroft Historical Society, 874 West Main Street, Dover-Foxcroft, ME 04426. Dues cover January to 

December. If you are giving a gift membership, please include the name and address and we’ll gladly notify the 

recipient of your gift. 

 

 

Time, Talent and Treasure 
 

The Dover-Foxcroft Historical Society is fortunate to have approximately 250 dues paying members.  Well over 

half of you have already contributed this year’s dues.  We are extremely grateful.  Your contributions make it 

possible for all of us to continue to preserve and share our town’s heritage. There are many ways to make 

contributions. If you have spare time, there are a number of projects just waiting in the wings.  For instance, we 

are heavily involved in detailed planning for lighting, landscaping and facilities for the Central Hall project.  If 

you have an interest and some time to spare to work with us, we would be delighted to have you join us.   

 

We have over twenty two thousand items in our collections at the moment.  New ones come in every week.  

You may be interested in helping us catalog and preserve all of these treasures. Come and help.  Our Thursday 

workdays are a lot of fun. You will meet a bunch of really nice people – and you are likely to run across 

treasures from your past.  What’s not to like? 

 

We are always on the lookout for items to add to our collections.  Perhaps you are cleaning out mom and dad’s 

attic and are wondering what to do with that old trunk or old photo albums. They will likely find a home with 

us. We are experts at preserving fragile memories.  Better yet, there is no better way to share them with your 

friends and neighbors – and to pass those memories on to the next generation.  

 

Finally, consider a planned gift to the Historical Society.  That way, you can all be confident that the good work 

of the Historical Society will go on for generations to come. Contact Mary Annis, our president, or any board 

member, to discuss how you can enrich the community and add enjoyment to your own life by contributing 

your Time, Talent and Treasures to the Dover-Foxcroft Historical Society. 
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Message from Mary 

The summer is winding down and we look forward to the cooler temperatures of fall.  The 

Blacksmith Shop Museum remains open until the end of October.  The three blacksmith 

demonstrations held this summer were successful.  The weather was definitely on our side, 

glorious days.  People came throughout the day and enjoyed themselves. 

 

The Observer Building Museum is now “officially closed”, however we plan to continue to be 

there on Thursdays cataloging.  As always, we are available to open by appointment.  We had a 

busy summer at the museum with people visiting from far and wide.   

 

We always need help on Thursdays.  We have a core group who comes faithfully and they give 

two hours or six hours, whatever fits their schedule.  You would be most welcome to join us.  

We are usually there by 10 am.  Just stop in – 

 

Our Corporate Sponsors 
 

A grateful thank you to the following 

businesses whose funds support the 

Society and its efforts to preserve our 

history.  When you shop or see these 

folks, please tell them ‘thank you’ for 

their support! 

 

Ellen Anderson, D.P.M. 

Family Eyecare 

Green Door Gallery 

Lary Funeral Home 

Maine Highlands Federal C/U 

Mallett Real Estate 

Pleasant River Lumber 

Rowell's Garage 

Steinke and Caruso 

Mark Stitham, M. D 

Sean Stitham, M.D. 

 

 

Thank you all! 

Items Available 

We thank Bob’s Home and Garden on Lincoln Street 

for stocking our ornaments and DVD’s. Please stop by 

their store and support this local business. 

Glass Christmas ornaments:  $6.00 each (add $4.00 for 

shipping) 

 2008 – Blacksmith Shop 

 2009 – Observer Building 

 2010 – Central Hall 

 2011 – Thompson Free Library 

 2012 – Foxcroft Academy 

 2013 – The Blethen House 

 2014 – Pleasant Street School 

2015 – Mayo’s Mill 

2016 – Piscataquis County Court House 

DVD’s : Glimpses of Dover and Foxcroft - $10.00 (add 

$3.00 for shipping) 

 Memories of Central Hall/Lou Stevens - $15.00 

(add $3.00 for shipping) 

Dover-Foxcroft throws: $40.00 (add $8.00 for 

shipping) 

Work Day at the Historical Society 

Thursdays are almost always work days at the 

Historical Society. We generally start work at 

about 10:00 and work from two to four or five 

hours. If you are interested in joining us for an 

interesting and enjoyable day working with good 

friends, contact Mary for more information.  
 

 



 

The Dover-Foxcroft Historical Society, Inc. 

28 Orchard Road 

Dover-Foxcroft, ME 

04426-3706 
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